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Volume 4

Featured Cowboy/Cowgirl

This issue features Cowgirl Anita Gunn. 

Chronicle: How long have you been Cowboy Action 
Shooter?

Anita Gunn: I have been a cowboy action shooter 
for 6 1/2 years.

CHRONICLE:   Where did your alias come from?

Anita Gunn: Rusty and I were discussing the possibility of me shooting and I 
said to him that if I did start shooting then we would have to buy more guns, 
which cost a lot of money, and did we have the money to do it. He said to me 
that my alias could be Anita Gunn because I needed guns. I chose to spell 
gun with 2 n's to make it seem more like a last name.

CHRONICLE: What Category do you shoot and why this category?

Anita Gunn: . I shoot Lady 49r. I like to shoot age based categories so that I 
can dress how I want and shoot what I want and not be told what I can and 
cannot do. I don't like restrictions. Besides, what girl doesn't like to show 
off her age and let the world know how old she is. Lol.

Chronicle: What’s your favorite thing about CoWboy shooting?

Anita Gunn: First and foremost, I love that I have an amazing hobby that I 
get to share with my husband for the rest of our lives. I love the close 
friendships that we have acquired through shooting. It is fun to have 
friends and acquaintances all over the world. I really enjoy getting to 
travel and shoot in new places. I am a bit of a competitor and love the 
adrenaline rush. I enjoy competing with myself and trying to improve my 
skills. I'm not going to lie, I would love to see the day that I give my husband 
some stiff competition.

CHRONICLE: What’s your adviCe for someone Who Wants to try it?

Anita Gunn: Never underestimate yourself and your shooting abilities.  I 
really dislike when you invite someone to come give it a try and they say 
that they wouldn't be very good or fast. Were any of us very good or fast 
when we first started?  I was very intimidated and slow when I first started 
but hung in there. I did not have gun experience but eventually gained it. 
One reason I wanted to shoot was because  I did not want to become a 
weekend widow.  I also love that my husband and I will always have 
something in common, with the same goals and desires for travel 
destinations.  And last but not least, make sure you have plenty of closet 
space.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND SHOOTS
Legends 2018, April 23-28 Registration can be found here: http://www.dixiedesperados.com/2018-
legends-regional.html

To the early Mormon settlers northern Utah was one of the coldest places on earth. Bishop Hammond of Huntsville, a 
former whaler in the Arctic regions, reported in the Deseret News on February 6, 1883, that the weather in Huntsville, 
Utah, was more severe than he had ever experienced in the regions of "eternal ice and snow." His statement only 
confirmed what northern Utahans had been complaining about all along. Freezing winds, heavy snows, and chilling 
temperatures made life difficult, if not unbearable, during the winter months.
Of course, some winters were worse than others. In 1862 an enormous snowstorm hit Ogden Valley. According to local 
accounts, George Marsh Bronson went outside to feed his sheep on the morning after the storm. To his surprise, not one 
sheep could be seen! Taking a closer look, he discovered that the herd had been buried in the snow and had managed to 
stay alive by breathing through small air holes in the snow. After an entire day of digging, he recovered all the 
sheep.
The winter of 1875 may have been one of the worst ever. Following a storm in March temperatures in northern Utah 
reached as low as 55 degrees below zero. Children received frostbite by walking only short distances to school. In 
some areas snow reached a level of five feet. Some people were homebound for months.
High levels of snowfall increased the danger of slides. Snow slides in January 1875, as recorded by LDS historian 
Andrew Jenson, took many lives in the Wasatch Front canyons, including two separate slides in Little Cottonwood 
Canyon that killed a total of ten, one in Big Cottonwood Canyon that killed five, and a Utah County snow slide that 
killed one. The loss of life continued throughout the winter. On March 3 a slide in Little Cottonwood Canyon killed W. G. 
Thomas. On March 12 a tragic snow slide hit the small town of Liberty, Weber County. James Burt was leaving for work 
at 8 o'clock that morning when he turned to see his home, wife, and four children carried away by the slide. When the 
house finally stopped nearly four blocks away, neighbors rushed to the scene to rescue the family. All were saved 
except the little girl. She had evidently fallen from her high chair when the slide hit the house and died instantly. 
This snow slide took everything in its path. David E. Chard, interviewed at the age of 94, said that a haystack had been 
swept away with the slide and, a day later, he saw "an old cow sitting on top of the stack, munching hay."
In addition to the Liberty tragedy, other snow slides in March 1875 caused destruction throughout northern Utah. On 
March 18 a slide in Dry Canyon near Providence, Cache County, killed a boy. Ezra J. Clark and his sons Justus and John 
were cutting trees to make railroad ties when a sudden gust of wind caused a snow slide. Ezra grabbed a tree branch 
and told Justus to climb on. When he did so the tree snapped and sent the boy into the rushing snow. He was found dead 
an hour later. 
A snow slide in Green Canyon east of Paradise, Cache County, on March 17 carried James Smith a half a mile. When the 
movement finally stopped, Smith found himself on the verge of a cliff 40 feet high. He watched as snow tumbled over 
the edge. Luckily, he managed to escape and returned home. The winter of 1875 was only one of many chilling winters 
that northern Utah has experienced over the years. But its effect left lasting memories for those caught in the 
middle of nature's path. An article in the Ogden Junction on March 13, 1875, describes the general feeling about the 
weather that year: "Just as we thought winter was gone for good and all, now comes another blinding snow storm 
that covers all things with a thick white sheet and fills the air with gloom." Spring must have been especially 
welcome to northern Utah settlers in 1875. Yvette D. Ison History Blazer, April 1995

http://www.dixiedesperados.com/2018-legends-regional.html


Editorial opinion
“Caught in the aCt!” ~ by maisie Grace
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Pals. Friends. Buddies. Pardners. Whatever 

you call ‘em, these two seem to emulate the 

true meaning of the “Cowboy Spirit” whenever 

you bump into them. Some folks have even 

mistaken them for brothers.  And although 

they aren’t related, I guess they really

are brothers in the ways it matters most.

Crackshot Craig and Longwalker have been 

cowboy shooting for a “good-long-while.” You’d 

be hard pressed to find bigger smiles or bigger 

hearts on any range. These two consistently 

show the rest of us what this “Cowboy shooting 

thing” is really about.  Friendship.

Watching these two interact with each other and with other shooters, you get a solid example of the 

kind of character you want to replicate. Great shooters who don’t brag – even though they have the 

stuff to back it up. Helpers who build up other shooters and offer advice in a humble way. And 

kindness that just leaves you smiling as big as they do. 

If you haven’t had a chance to meet these two, walk up and introduce yourself the next time you see 

them at a shoot. You’ll be glad you did. And if you need a time and place – they’re helping to run the 

monthly shoots for the “Cowboys of Utah” club every 2nd Saturday at the WASR/Big Salty Range in 

SLC. 

The world of CAS is about the shooting; but it is built on the cornerstone of friendships. Friendships 

like the one between Crackshot Craig and Longwalker. We all want to be better shooters…but if 

we’re working first at being better friends, I think we’ll hit that bullseye a lot sooner. 

“CoWboy Quotes to Live by”
Trust everyone, but always cut cards.

Be sure to taste your words before you spit them out.

if it’s not yours, don’t take it, if it’s not true don’t say it, if it’s not right don’t do it.

Life isn’t about Waiting for the storm to pass. it’s about Learning to danCe in the rain.

LONGWALKER CRACKSHOT CRAIG


